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Now, with respect to the latter of these arguments,
I am anxious to point out to you that it can only be
used so long as no actual case of oppression has arisen
under the operation of the Bye Laws to which I have
taken objection ; if they are carried out in the spirit
in which in reality we have every reason at present
to fear that they will be carried out, and Churchmen
or Roman Catholics are fined or imprisoned under
them, we shall be called upon the moment Parliament
meets again to bring in a Bill to put an end to such
admitted injustice, and I cannot see how the demand
is to be resisted. I must, therefore, reserve to myself
full liberty to urge the Cabinet to legislate upon the
subject, if cases of oppression should arise under any
of these Bye Laws during the recess,

But it seems to me that the attempt to legislate in
this way will involve us in greater embarrassment and
difficulty than would follow from the disallowance of
the Bye Laws now, and I feel bound therefore to submit
this further point for your consideration.

It is clear to me that we cannot allow the injustice
to be really perpetrated ; I have serious fears that in
some places that will be the case ; we can now prevent
it by a timely disallowance of the Bye Laws ; if we
pass the Bye Laws, we can only put an end to it by a
fresh Act of Parliament*

I am very sorry to trouble you thus amidst all your
anxieties ; if what I have said makes no alteration in
your opinion as to the course to be taken now, pray
do not think of answering this letter.

Believe me always, yours sincerely, RIPON.

I shall send Forster a copy of this letter, as I should
not like him to be ignorant of any step which I had
taken on the subject to which it relates.